
 

 

 

SPECIAL EVENTS FOR DECEMBER 

DECEMBER 21      9-12          BREAKFAST WITH SANTA 
 

DECEMBER 22   9:00      CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP 
 
DECEMBER 22   11:00      TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 
 
DECEMBER 24   6:00           CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 

WITH CHILDRENS 
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 

ADVENT 

DEVOTIONAL 

2019 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Dec. 1, 2019 

 

Scripture Matthew 25:40   The King will reply, “Truly I tell you, 

whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of 

mine, you did for me.” 

 

Do Unto Others 

 

     My younger sister saw this on Facebook and sent it to me.  I thought 

maybe it would be a good idea for our Advent Devotional.  It's a reverse 

Advent Calendar.  Each day you will put the listed  item in a box and 

then, on Christmas Eve, (1) bring the box to church to give to a family 

who is struggling, (2) take it to a neighbor who is in need or (3) take it 

to our local food bank or (4) Feed Our Vets.   When placing your items 

in the box, say a prayer for the recipient that God will bless them.  

 

Dec 1    Box of cereal            Dec 13          Bag of Rice 

Dec 2        Peanut Butter              Dec 14           Oatmeal 

Dec 3        Dish Soap               Dec 15          Deodorant 

Dec 4        Boxed Potatoes           Dec 16          Spaghetti Sauce     

Dec 5        Mac and Cheese         Dec 17          Chicken Noodle 

Dec 6        Canned Fruit              Dec 18          Tomato Soup 

Dec 7        Toothpaste                   Dec 19          Canned Corn 

Dec 8        Canned Tuna               Dec 20          Mixed Veggies 

Dec 9        Tooth Brush                Dec 21          Canned Carrots 

Dec 10       Applesauce                Dec 22          Pasta 

Dec 11             Box of Crackers Dec 23          Bar of Soap 

Dec 12      Shampoo  Dec 24          Canned Beans 

   

 

Prayer     Lord please bless the people that receive these goods that 

they will feel Your love through this gift.  Thank You for blessing us 

that we might be a blessing for others.   Amen. 

 

Thought for the Day        Do unto others........... 

 

Submitted by      Jan Walsh 

 

 

Dec. 2, 2019                                               

 

Scripture John 3:16        For God so loved the world that that He 

gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not 

perish but have eternal life. 

 

A Father’s Love 

 

      When I was a child my father's occupation was a semi-truck driver. 

He was on the road a lot. He drove long and short hauls. I often 

imagined what my father's day was like on the road. 

     One summer day my mother told me that I was going on a short haul 

with my dad. I was so excited to finally find out what it was like to ride 

in the big rig! But I was mostly excited to be spending time closely with 

my dad. I beamed from ear to ear as we climbed into the semi. Dad put 

the rig into gear, pressed the brakes and a loud hissing sound made me 

jump. He drove down the country road and made his way to the 

highway, I looked over at my dad with such pride! 

     He skillfully drove the rig through traffic. I was sitting in that leather 

seat looking out the window at the scenery and traffic high above 

everybody else. We were "Kings of the Road"! 

      When we reached our destination dad maneuvered the Semi into the 

dock for loading. When the trailer bed was unloaded with steel I 

watched with pride and amazement as  dad strapped down the straps 

and the strength he had doing it. When we were ready to leave he 

checked over the wheels and brakes to make sure the rig was safe to go 

back on the road. I will always have that memory of that time spent 

with my dad and how proud I was of him. 

     Just as most of us are proud of our earthly father our heavenly Father 

wants us to love and be proud of Him. He tells us He loves us so much 

He has prepared a place just for us. He tells us we are His bride and that 

He is preparing a Wedding Feast for us. But no greater way has He 

shown us his love is that He died on the cross for our sins so that we 

may have eternal life. 

                   

Thought for the Day     How deep is our Father’s love for us!      

 

Submitted  by     Debbie Rzeszutek 



 

Dec. 3, 2019 

 

Scripture Philippians 4: 6 & 7         Be anxious for nothing, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your 

requests be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God, which 

surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through 

Christ Jesus. 

   

It's Our Choice! 

 

     It's wonderful what happens when Christ displaces worry as the 

center of your life. 

    I worry a lot! Foolish as it is, I find myself over-thinking and 

rehashing events and day to day issues in my mind. I can't tell you how 

much energy, time, upset stomachs and sleep I lose worrying about  

“you name it". I KNOW BETTER!  

     My life has been filled with answered prayers and the presence of 

His Spirit so I shake my head and wonder why I am so easily moved by 

worry.  

     Our granddaughter got me a stone that has “love" on one side and   

“trust" on the other. I have the “trust" side always turned up where I 

can see it because that is where I find myself falling short. I keep it 

where I can see it every day as a reminder that I will be attacked by the 

enemy of my soul and that I need to remember to trust Him with my 

life and with the outcome of the events I have no control over.  

     He is and has always been a faithful friend all these years.  

 

Prayer     Father, Grant us insight into the words You have given 

us.  Trust in the Lord with all your heart are words I want to live by so 

that the center of my life rely on Your wisdom, goodness and grace. 

Amen.    

 

Thought for the Day     Thank you God for always being just a whisper 

away. 

 

Submitted by     Marcia Palm 

 

 

 

Dec. 4, 2019 

 

Scripture:  Psalms 59: 60       But I will sing of Your strength, in the 

morning I will sing of Your love; For You are my fortress, my refuge 

in times of trouble.  

Simple Gifts 

   

     Throughout my years in the church, music has always been at the 

forefront for me. I remember as a child my Grandfather singing in the 

choir, then my mother and I following suit. Though my early adult life 

took me in a direction away from home and the church, I often would 

continue to sing, if only to myself. We're all familiar with the hymns of 

Christmas: What Child Is This, The First Noel, Joy to the World, We 

three Kings, Hark the Herald Angels, Away in a Manger etc. 

     There is a song I remember singing, Silver and Gold, and the words 

have carried with me through my adult life and are as true today as they 

were the first time I sang them.   
 

Silver and gold have I none, dear Lord, but such as I have I give 

to you, two hands to toil till the day is done, to do what you would 

have me do.  

Silver and gold have I none, dear Lord, but such as I have I give 

to you. Two feet to walk in this veil below. A voice to speak your 

message true.   

Silver and gold have I none, dear Lord, but such as I have I give 

to you, Talents and time are the gifts I bring, my will, Oh Lord, 

just now subdue.         ~Joe E. Parks 
 

Prayer:   Our Father, we do not have much of this world's silver and 

gold, but You've given us two hands to toil for you all through the day. 

You've blessed us with two feet to walk your paths and provided us 

with a voice to carry your message far and wide. Help us wherever we 

go, whether it be in the valley, on the mountain top, or across the ocean 

wide, to do our best to be what You'd have us be. In Jesus name. Amen.  
 

Thought for the Day     Whether you can carry a tune or not it is never 

wrong to sing His praises!  

 

Submitted by: JoAnn Mitchell-Machuga 



 

Dec. 5, 2019 

 

Scripture     Jeremiah 29: 11 "For I know the plans I have for you," 

declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans 

to give you hope and a future." 

 

Promise 

 

     By this time of year, all the acorns are most likely snow-covered or 

taken for nutrition, but acorns have always fascinated me. Not until I 

was older did they captivate my attention as a symbol of promise, as 

are all seeds. But the acorn delivers the mighty oak! The enormity of 

the potential in an acorn is staggering. And there are many examples of 

that promise all around us, as illustrated in the following hymn. 

     The Hymn of Promise (#707 in our United Methodist Hymnal) was 

written by Natalie Sleeth in 1985 and later dedicated to her husband 

after his diagnosis with cancer.   

In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree; 

In cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free! 

In the cold and snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to be, 

Unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 

     When my girls were in youth group and going to YAC, this was the 

theme hymn one year, and has been a favorite ever since. We had to 

talk it through, dissect it, and interpret it in order to represent it on a 

banner for conference. The entire three-verse text reveals positive 

potential through the juxtaposition of apparent opposites. I believe it is 

essentially about patience and hope. It reminds me of that old adage: 

look for the silver lining, but in this case we believe in the silver lining! 

I know I don’t go to bed at night wondering whether or not a new day 

will come: I just know it will. There are countless other examples, and 

I challenge you to consider some today. We already have assurance and 

belief that a new day will dawn, that many natural things will unfold, 

develop, grow, bloom, arrive, and happen as we expect them to, yet we 

often doubt that God’s plans will also unfold, develop, grow, bloom, 

arrive and happen. Perhaps you could rustle up an acorn to keep on the 

kitchen window sill as a reminder of God’s promises, and that each is 

“unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.” I 

recommend the song ‘Hymn of Promise with lyrics’ posted on 

YouTube by Jenni Wright, sung by Debra Nesgoda.  

 

Prayer     Dear Lord, in my everyday life, but especially when faced 

with anxieties and uncertainty, help me appreciate what is right in front 

of me as it is, in all its potential. Instead of searching and longing and 

questioning, help me believe in the same way I believe that the sun will 

rise, and the seed will grow:  that the promise of a mighty oak tree 

which I hold in my hand as a humble acorn is no more amazing than 

my humble life which You hold in your hand, blessing it and helping 

me fulfill my potential.  

 

Though for the Day     God’s promises will be revealed, in His time, 

according to our needs. 

 

Submitted by     Pamella Simpson 

   *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     

Dec. 6, 2019 
 

Scripture     Romans 5:3-5   We gladly suffer because we know that 

suffering helps us to endure. And endurance builds character, which 

gives us hope that will never disappoint us.   All of this happens because 

God has given us the Holy Spirit, who fills our hearts with His love.                             
 

What it Means to be Accepted by God; 
 

     This verse means a lot to me. If we would learn to listen to God, He 

will lead us through whatever is happening in our lives, strengthening 

us to have more faith in Him and encouraging us to use that faith to do 

His will and not our own. I have written this passage in my Bible.  I 

also want this entire chapter of Romans read at my funeral because I 

want others to know that we are all accepted where we are on our 

spiritual journey and to give others hope.  
 

Prayer    Thank you, Lord, for your acceptance, hope, strength & love. 
 

Thought For the Day    The Holy Spirit lives in all of us. We just need 

to tap into it! 

 

Submitted by     Debi Milano 

 



 

 

Dec. 7, 2019 

 

Scripture     Philippians 4:13 (NKJV)    I can do all things through 

Christ who strengthens me. 

 

How Quick Are You to Say No? 

  

     This verse has hit me really hard a few times.  The first hit was right 

before church, one Sunday while living in Florida, when the music 

director asked me if I would take the lead in the school musical and I 

immediately blurted out “No, that’s not my thing”! Being in front of 

people and singing, yikes, that thought was scary. Well, God had a 

different plan because that Sunday the scripture lesson was…you 

guessed it…. Philippians 4:13. So, after church, with a very nervous 

stomach, I told the choir director I would do it.  Through God’s grace I 

made it through the play with no mistakes.  

     The second hit, just happened, when Pastor Jan asked me if I would 

do an advent devotion, and, I told her “no, that’s not my thing”!  (I 

should’ve heeded the beware warning on the screen at church and ran 

away from her.)  

     All the way home, though, I couldn’t get this verse out of my head. 

I was nervous because English is not my strong suit and at the risk of 

embarrassment because of my lack of grammar knowledge I thought I 

would do it anyways. So, here it is mistakes and all!  

     My take away…. with Christ all things are possible and He will give 

you the strength to do whatever He asks no matter if you’re good at it 

or not. You need to step out of your comfort zone and see what God 

has in store for you! 

  

Prayer     Lord I pray that when we are faced with a task, we are not 

comfortable with, that we can remember that through You we can do 

all things because You give us the strength. 

 

Thought for the Day     If you are asked to do something out of your 

comfort zone how quick will you be to say no?   

  

Submitted by     Marcia Todd 

 

 

Dec. 8, 2019 

 

Scripture     John 12:32.      And I, when I am lifted up from the 

earth, will draw all people to myself. 

 

Arms of Love 

 

During the season 

This season of Fall,  

We think of the times 

When we're standing real tall. 

 

But sometimes in life 

We stumble and fall 

And under a rock 

We may want to sprawl.  

 

Arms of love are wide open  

We need only fall 

During the times 

When we're feeling so small.  

 

His arms are wide open 

We need only fall  

Into loving arms 

Like the warmth of a shawl. 

 

Prayer    Dear Heavenly Father,   Please embrace your loving arms 

around my family and friends. Keep them always protected, 

secured, loved, and blessed. Amen 

 

Thought for the Day     Close your eyes, picture His open arms. Feel 

His loving arms around you...............I bet you’re smiling now, right?  

 

Submitted by      Debbie Tisdale 

 

 



 

 

Dec. 9, 2019 

 

Scripture     Hebrews 4:16   Let us therefore draw near with boldness 

unto the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and may find 

grace to help us in time of need. 

 

In Step With the Savior 

 

     I believe that many times I have fallen out of step in my Christian 

life but I know that My God has forgiven my faults and accepted my 

petitions and prayers.  I know that He has allowed my steps even when 

they were going in the wrong direction.  I have found my way back to 

his grace and hope to always follow the right path.  

     Many times we allow ourselves to become more concerned with 

activities and family happenings and don’t take the time to be in His 

presence.  Our lives become hectic and more about what we “want” and 

not about what me “need” ~ our Lord. 

     When we put Christ first in our lives we will find peace and harmony 

and find that our lives have more purpose and contentment.  He will 

never forsake us when we need help and feel lost. When all else fails 

His loving arms will surround us and keep us safe.  Don’t be afraid to 

call upon our Savior in prayer and supplication for in Christ we will 

find grace and mercy. 

 

Prayer       Heavenly Father.  Keep me in your loving arms and know 

that you are in my heart.     Amen 

 

Thought for the Day      Start and end each day with God and your life 

will always find peace and happiness. 

 

Submitted by      Penny Mitchell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dec. 10, 2019 

Scripture:      Matt. 10:39 NIV    “Whoever finds his life will lose it, 

and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.”  
 

A Season of Giving 

 

Meditation:  God is struggling to teach me a lesson...or maybe I’m 

struggling to accept it.      I’ve been reading Biblical accounts that teach 

about giving and God’s response to true giving. It’s clear that God 

provides in response to generosity. The more radical the giving, the 

more amazingly abundant is His provision in return.  A boy gave up his 

lunch and 5000 people (including that boy) were fed. Abraham gave up 

his son (well, almost) to be a sacrifice and God made him the father of 

His chosen people. Some fishermen gave up their homes, families and 

livelihoods and the message of the Gospel was spread throughout the 

world. Jesus gave up His very life and reconciliation with God became 

available to all people. 

     Jesus preached ‘radical generosity’ constantly... “If someone asks 

for your shirt, give your coat too...” “Sell everything you have and give 

to the poor...” “Consider the birds of the air or the lilies of the field...” 

His instruction is clear. Christ tells me to give...give until I feel it...give 

until it hurts and then...give some more. He wants me to stop looking 

out for myself – to give it ALL to Him and let Him take care of me. I 

think He thinks I’m missing His point about being a child of God 

because I’m holding back.    

     Jesus hears my thoughts of doubt - “Yeah, but the flip side of true 

giving is personal loss. If I give up my lunch then I might get hungry. 

If I give away my coat, I might get cold. And where does it stop? When 

will I have given enough?” Is He thinking “When you have given as 

much as I gave.”? 
 

Prayer      Lord, forgive my self-centeredness. Mold me and teach me. 

Lead me to the day when I can say, “I consider everything loss 

compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ my Lord.” 
 

Thought for the Day: “God will always work in you before He works 

through you.”(Blackaby) 



 

Submitted by:  Jim Lutes 

Dec. 11, 2019 

Scripture      2 Corinthians 10:5       We demolish arguments and 

every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God and 

we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. 

Thoughts on Thoughts 

     The phrase “captivate your thoughts” has jumped out at me more 

than once in my devotions this year. God knows I tend to have a very 

overactive mind. I can think myself into a frenzy. It might be an 

imagined scenarios about the future, a preoccupation with the opinion 

of others, or even in this Christmas season consuming thoughts about 

my “to-do” list. All of this sets me up in opposition to my knowledge 

of God and His goodness and sovereignty. 

This verse reminds me to take control over what I think. How is that 

done? Captivate my thoughts and surrender them to God. Fight 

disabling thinking with the truth and promises in God’s Word. 

Discipline myself to reconnect my thinking with my heart and the 

Spirit that lives within me. 

It’s a daily battle to make my thinking obedient to Christ but when I 

am able to take captive my thoughts and surrender them a stillness 

comes over me and I surely know that He is God! I can claim His 

promises and be assured of His love and His plans for my life.  And 

that’s a place where I want to be. 

Prayer     I pray that I would not be consumed by worrisome thinking 

but would instead rely on you Lord to direct my thoughts with the 

power of the Holy Spirit. 

Thought for the Day     Think about what you think about! 

Submitted By     Mari Jo Martinelli 

 

 

Dec. 12, 2019 

 

Scripture      Ephesians  1: 13 – 14     And you also were included in 

Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.  

Having believed, you were marked in Him with a seal, the promised 

Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the 

redemption of those who are God's possession - to the praise of His 

glory.  

 

I am a Child of God 

 

     This is one of the scriptures found in Ephesians discussed recently 

in the small group I have been attending.  When I accepted Jesus Christ 

as my Lord and Savior as a young person who attended Sunday school 

faithfully, my biggest motivation was to assure that when I died I would 

go to heaven.  As a young adult with a husband and a family to care for, 

I became aware of the presence of the Holy Spirit working in my life.  

There is so much more to being a Christian than just the assurance of 

heaven. While I am still on this earth, my desire and prayer is to live 

each day in the fullness of the Holy Spirit.  I want to take part in all that 

God has for me today.  That Holy Spirit that was at work in the early 

church is still at work today.   

     Colossians I: 12 tells me that God has "qualified" me "to share in the 

inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light.  When my Dad passed 

away, I had to "share" an inheritance with four other siblings. That 

meant I only got a "portion" of his estate.  As a child of God, my 

inheritance is "all" of God just as yours is.   

 

Prayer     Lord God, I ask that You teach us to walk in the fullness of 

the Holy Spirit. That we not limit ourselves by our own understanding, 

but that we trust Your leading in our lives. Open our hearts and minds 

to all that You have for us.  We give all glory, honor and praise to You.  

Amen 

 

Thought for the Day     Be open to all that God has for you - He is 

faithful to lead and direct. 

 

Submitted by     Janet Raines 



 

Dec. 13, 2019 

 

Scripture     Matthew 23:11&12      The greatest among you will be 

your servant. 12  For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and 

those who humble themselves will be exalted. 

 

Walk Humbly with Christ 

 

     As this advent season approaches I am struck by the humility of 

Jesus's birth.  God chose a poor girl from Nazareth to carry Him. He 

was born in a lowly stable and His first visitors were shepherds, the 

bottom of the class system at the time. 

     Simply being brought into this world as an infant shows God was 

trying to make a point that He didn't want to reach us by pomp and 

circumstance but by being humble which is how He wants us to act in 

this world.  

      How do you feel when you talk to someone who only talks about 

themselves and has no regard for you? That's what I think God feels 

like when we boast about ourselves and we don't think of the least of 

these, who Jesus was sent to reach.  

     As we go through this Christmas season, all caught up in the 

preparations and celebrations,  let's be mindful of those suffering or 

doing without.  Let's humble ourselves and reach out to the lonely, 

needy, and hurting people around us.  After all that's why Jesus was 

born in this world, to show us and call us to be humble and Love one 

another! 

 

Prayer   Father God,  You sent your Son in a humble way to show us 

that to boast fullness is not how we are to act to be exalted by You. Help 

us to love and put others before ourselves as we go through this life. 

Thank you Lord. In Jesus's name we pray. Amen  

 

Thought  for the Day     Exalt God by putting others first and you will 

truly be exalted by Him  

 

Submitted by     Denise Wheeler 

 

 

Dec. 14, 2019 

 

Scripture     Luke  2:10     But the angel said to them, “Do not be 

afraid.  I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the 

people.” 

 

     Why does, “Do not be afraid”, have to preface, “I bring good news 

of great joy…”?  Is it only because the shepherds were so called, 

“lowly”?  Let me try to cast a different light on this phrase.  So many 

times people do not recognize good news when they hear it.  Because 

the author of lies has so convinced us that to turn around and look at 

our lives with honesty would be too painful.  To reach out and humble 

ourselves and admit our wrongs and shortcomings and pain would be 

too embarrassing and difficult.  It would just be easier to hide and keep 

pretending.   

 

You know the phrase, “’Denial’ is not a river in Egypt”, but it is still a 

powerful river that carries us where we don’t really want to go.  The 

angel continued, “I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all 

the people.”   Isn’t it amazing that those who have embraced the “good 

news” have experienced “great joy”?  We do know how this happens.  

We’ve seen the movie.  We’ve read the back of the book.   

 

The angel was announcing the coming of the one who embodies God’s 

love, grace, and forgiveness, the one that pulls us out of that river.  It’s 

when we feel safe enough in that love that we find the courage to push 

away the great deceiver. 
 

Prayer       Dear Lord, please deliver us from our fears.  Hold us in your 

loving hand so we can experience your joy in our lives.  Amen 

 

Thought for the Day   F-E-A-R, has two meanings: ‘Forget 

Everything And Run’ or ‘Face Everything And Rise’. 

  

Submitted by      Steve Mannier  &  Cindy Bimle 

 



Dec. 15, 2019 
 

Scripture      John 14:12 : Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in 

me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater 

things than these, because I am.” 
 

     There is a popular story (probably apocryphal) about a church 

somewhere in Europe that had a statue of Christ that was damaged 

during the war.  The congregation decided to repair the statue and most 

of it was satisfactorily repaired. The more delicate hands and feet of the 

statue were reduced to small fragments.  After months of trying to piece 

them together, the congregation decided to leave the statue without 

them and erected a sign declaring that “You are the hands and feet of 

Christ on earth”.  This begs the question: Does Christ need us to be His 

hands and feet?  Of course not.  He created the universe with a word, 

He can certainly “fix” anything that is not right here on earth.  But He 

wants us to act as His hands and feet and continue His work, as 

expressed in the scripture above. 

     Another question: What does this have to do with Christmas?  Even 

though Christmas is a time of joy and celebration for most of us, for 

many it is a time of loneliness, sorrow, and grief.  We have an obligation 

to our Savior to continue the works He has been doing.                      And 

what are these?  Christ’s life was characterized by loving, caring and 

forgiveness.  As members of His family (sisters and brothers actually) 

we owe it to him to display these traits not only during the Christmas 

season, but all year long. 

     The next time that idiot cuts you off in traffic or can’t seem to count 

past 11 in the 12 items or less aisle, rise above it.  Remember, we are 

the sons and daughters of the king, the hands and feet of Christ: let’s 

act like it.  All the time. 
 

Prayer      Almighty God, give us strength to walk as you walked and 

the peace that surpasses all understanding so we may act in a manner 

that reflects your infinite love and grace. In Jesus’ name, Amen 
 

Thought: for the Day     As Christians, people are watching us.  Our 

lives are our Christian witness.  It matters not what we say, it is how we 

behave that makes an impression. 

 

Submitted by     Jeff Lewis 

Dec. 16, 2019 

 

Scripture     Ephesians 6:4     And you, fathers, do not provoke your 

children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of 

the Lord. 

 

Good Parents Are a Blessing 

 

     I had a great childhood, even though my parents were divorced.  I 

don’t remember that part at all – for which I am grateful.   But my life 

was full of ups and downs and several bumpy roads.  Yet through all of 

these struggles, I still have very fond memories of both my parents. 

     I came from a large family where the older children always made 

sure the younger children made it to church on Sunday morning.  My 

mother was so encouraging and my father was a very hard worker.  I 

never forgot to thank them for their examples and what it taught me.   

     In my teen age years, I must admit that neither one of them ever 

turned down a collect phone call (remember those?)  or never refused a  

helping hand no matter how severe the mess was that I had gotten 

myself in to.   

     Even though they were divorced, my parents were the best of 

friends.  I don’t recall either one every saying a foul word about the 

other. It is hard for me to put into words how thankful I am for the 

parents I had.  I literally would not have survived my late teenage years 

if it wasn’t for them.  I hope I am up to the task of raising my own 

children and that one day they will be as grateful as I am. 

 

Prayer     Thank You, Lord for the example you have given us through 

our parents.  Help us to live up to their examples. 

 

Though For the Day     Parenting is not just a gift or responsibility, it 

is a high calling and therefore our duty. 

 

Submitted by:     Anonymous 

 

 

 

 

 



Dec. 17, 2019 

 

Scripture   1 John 4: 12-16     No one has seen God at any time.  If we 

love one another, God abides in us, and His love has been perfected in 

us.  Bu this we know that we abide in Him, and He in us, because He 

has given us His Spirit.  And we have seen and testify that the Father 

has sent the Son as Savior of the world.  Whoever confesses that Jesus 

is the Son of God, God abides in him and he in God.  And we have 

known and believed the love that God has for us.   God is love, and he 

who abides in love abides in God, and God in him. 

 

Love 

 

     Love.  What does it really mean?  Love is one of the most misused 

words today.  We use it casually.  We love to travel, love to drink this 

or that, love chocolate, love our house/car/things, we even hit the love 

icon on Facebook all the time.  Do we as people really know the true 

definition of love?  Do we stop to think about the word before we use 

it or has it just become second nature to say it.   

     I decided to look for the definition of love. Most places held close 

to the definition I have chosen to share.  Love is when you choose to be 

at your best when the other person is not as their best.  Love is when 

what you want is never important.  But what the other person needs is 

always paramount.  If you truly love someone, both of these definitions 

will ring true. 

     How does one define love in one word?  I define love in one 

word…God.  John tells believers that God illustrates perfect love to us.  

Because of God’s self-sacrificing love for us, sinners, we should love 

Him and love others.  But, just because God is Love doesn’t mean sin 

isn’t punished.  God is holy and therefore demands that all sin is 

punished.  But because of God’s Love, He gave us a plan, a way of 

redemption – Jesus.  He sent His Son – Jesus – to us.  We celebrate that 

sending at Christmas, but for many of us that is all it is, a celebration.  

We probably could all think of someone that just celebrates Christmas 

without a thought of the perfect gift that was given to us.  God send 

Jesus to us to teach us, to walk with us, to heal us.  Then that same Love 

of God was sent to the cross to redeem us.  Never ever question God’s 

Love to us, for you, for me.  He loves us no matter what.  His love is 

everlasting – not fleeting.    He is the best even when we are not.   God’s 

love is undying, unfathomable and inseparable.  God’s plan for us is 

based on His Love for us, not our performance.  Thank You, God! 

 

Thought for the day     How does one define love in one word?  Adore?  

Affection?  Amore? Cherish?  Idolize?  Passion?  Treasure?  For me, I 

define it as GOD. 

 

Prayer:      Father, please give me a loving heart so that I may show 

Your Love.  Amen. 

 

Submitted by:     Linda Brown 

 

        * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Dec. 18, 2019 

 

Scripture     Proverbs 22:6    Train a child in the way he should go and 

when he is old he will not turn from it.   

 

     This is a very powerful verse that if was followed more by society, 

we might not be in the shape we are today. 

     I see this happening every day when I hear horror stories of children 

being kidnapped, killed, or dying at the hands of others or themselves.  

If others had been trained them in the ways of the Lord even if they had 

strayed the foundation would have been laid out for them.    We need 

to get back to training children,  young and old alike, the way to find a 

true blessed life.  Not in money, worldly goods, fame or fortune.  Our 

blessed life is found in Jesus. 

 

Thought for the Day      Pray for children and when the chance comes 

open for them, train them in the way of the Lord. 

 

Prayer   Lord, help me to remember to train the child in me and in 

others the way to blessed eternal life is through your grace and 

salvation. 

 

Submitted by     Debbie Olekshuk 

 

 



Dec. 19, 2019 

 

Scripture    2 Corinthians 9:5-8     The one who sows sparingly will 

also reap sparingly and the one who sows bountifully will also reap 

bountifully.  Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  And 

God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance. 
 

Preparation for Worship 
 

    During Pastor Scott’s October 6th sermon on preparation, he asked 

the question:   “We prepare for everything we do, but do we prepare for 

worship?”  One of the ways I prepare (not counting dragging myself 

out of bed and dressing) is my ritual of sitting down at the table and 

writing my offering check.  I send up a little prayer thanking God for 

His bounty and ask that the money will be used for His glory.  It gets 

placed in my church envelop, is carried each week to church and placed 

in the offering basket where the corporate collection is again prayed 

over.  I would bring a chicken or goat to the temple as my sacrificial 

giving like folks did in Jesus’ day, but alas, livestock won’t fit in the 

collection basket and it would upset the ushers, not to mention the 

counting teams! 

     Now, I know there are many other ways to make donations, tithes 

and offerings to the church, especially in this age of technology—

texting, electronic withdrawals, automatic deductions from bank 

accounts or credit cards—and this is wonderful for those who like the 

conveniences and these gifts are so appreciated by the church.  But for 

me, it is important to hand deliver my “widow’s mite” each week.  I 

never really thought of it as “preparing for worship” before Pastor Scott 

put a name to it, but it is what I have been doing for many years and 

plan to continue as long as I am able   It is my discipline. 

     Preparation for worship before the service begins also happens 

during the Sunday morning choir practice.  God has truly provided me 

with every blessing in abundance. 
 

Prayer     Gracious and Heavenly Father, help us to be mindful in our 

giving of ourselves and our resources. 
 

Thought for the Day     A cheerful giver God does not despise. 
 

Submitted by      Sue Prime 

Dec. 20, 2019 
 

Scripture     Matthew 25:40  “…verily, I say to you, in as much as you 

have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it 

unto me.” 
Every Good Gift 

 

     I was out Christmas shopping.  My cart was full of gift items, when 

I almost ran into another shopper.  Her cart was also overflowing.  We 

both apologized for not paying attention.  When she looked into my cart 

she exclaimed, “That’s a lot of Nutcracker statues!”  I had 20 of them 

piled into my cart. “Oh, they’re gifts for an assisted living home.” 

     “You know that many people there?” she replied, surprised. 

I explained our church had a group that did a Sunday service and at 

Christmas we try to have little gifts.  She asked “Why? Don’t they have 

family?” 

     I told her it didn’t matter because they had lost so much: their health, 

homes, and freedom to come and go.  A small gift reminds them that 

they are still valued, some people still care. 

     “Well, if I’m ever in a nursing home, I hope you’re still around!” 

she laughed.   With that, we went on our way. 

      As I was putting my purchases away, I was reminded of what Jesus 

said, “If you’ve done it unto the least of these, you’ve done it unto me” 

     I realized that meant more than giving food and water, it also meant 

doing something extra (even when you don’t have to).  Jesus gave us 

freely: His wisdom, love and life.  Our salvation cost Him 

everything…because He cared. 
 

Prayer: Almighty God, you gave us every good gift from Your store 

of love.  Help us to be more like You and give the gift of love, hope, 

and care, but not just for this holiday, but for the whole year to come.   

In Jesus’ name, Amen 
 

Thought for the Day  If we are truly a reflection of God, then we too 

should care about God’s people.  Make this year’s holiday into a “Holy 

Day”.  Remember the forgotten.  This year, give Christ for Christmas. 

 

Submitted by     Diana Lewis 

 

 

 



 

Dec. 21, 2019 

 

Scripture     James 1:17     Every good gift and every perfect gift is 

from above, and comes down from the Father of Lights. 

 

Days of Christmas Past 

 

     Some of us can remember when Christmas did not come to stores 

until after Thanksgiving.  Store windows, especially in cities, were 

beautifully decorated and the aisles were full of wonderful things to see.  

In ‘the old days’, children got gifts on birthdays and Christmas, rarely 

in between, and we understood that the more expensive toys were not 

for us.   

     I think all of us older folk remember a gift which meant a lot to us.  

One of my favorites was a wooden sled.  One year, it disappeared!   I 

looked everywhere for it, in the sheds and barns and asked my mother, 

but it was just gone.  But to my great joy, on Christmas morning, there 

it was under the tree with a beautiful shiny coat of green paint.  Of 

course, I thought Santa had taken it to fix it up and make it look brand 

new.  Later, I realized, however,  how my parents had planned to make 

it look new because there was no extra money that year. 

     There are many verses in the Bible about gifts from God.   None of 

them are in stores to buy, but all of them are valuable beyond price.  

The greatest and best was the gift of Jesus, upon whom all the other 

precious gifts are based.  A gift from the heart of God. 

 

Prayer     Oh God, thank You for the gift of Your only Son.  Help us 

not to waste the sacrifice and to use the Spiritual gifts He gives us to 

live the lives that You show us to live.   Amen.   

 

Thought for the Day      

We love to remember the days of old  

And ask that our Father rekindles our soul.    

He was there in our youth and is still here today,  

To watch and to guide us so we live His way.   

 

Submitted by     Jean Fields  

 

 

Dec. 22, 2019 

 

Scripture:  Proverbs 3: 5  Trust in the Lord with all your heart and 

lean not on your own understanding 

 

Trust and Surrender 

 

     It is human nature to want to know the reasons why things occur.  

Especially during the difficult and trying times.  Many of us try to 

dissect life’s problems, look at them from every angle to determine a 

cause.  During these times of confusion, we can easily be pulled down 

a road filled with doubt and despair.  

 

     Through Proverbs 3:5, I have learned and accepted that the “why’s” 

behind some things are not meant for us to know or answers may unfold 

themselves slowly in God’s time.   Either way, my problem solving 

skills are not enough to reveal God’s mysterious and mighty plan.  

Sometimes, our peace is found by surrendering our quest for answers 

to God and trusting that He has everything in control.  There is a reason; 

it just may not be one we understand. 

 

Prayer:  Almighty Father, help us to always trust in you with all our 

heart, knowing You are the light and the way.  Thank You for Your 

many blessings and for sending the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts and 

guide us on our life journey. 

 

Thought for the Day      May we honor God in all that we do. 

 

Submitted by     Kathy Koski 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Dec. 23, 2019 

 

Scripture     John 15:9-11      “As the Father has loved me, so I have 

loved you.  Now remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s 

commands and remain in His love.  I have told you this so that My joy 

may be in you and your joy may be complete. 

 

What If Jesus Came To Your House? 

 

     I have carried this short feature from Guideposts, 1966, in my Bible 

for a long time.   It seemed so relevant for Advent; I decided to share it 

with you here… 

If He came to your house… 

Would you meet Him at the door with arms outstretched in welcome? 

Would you have to change your clothes before you let Him in? 

Would you hide some magazine or put the Bible where they’d been? 

Would you hide your worldly music and put some hymn books out? 

Could you let Jesus walk right in, or would you rush about? 

And I wonder, if the Savior spent a day or two with you would you go 

right on doing the things you always do? 

Would you go right on saying the things you always say? 

Would life for you continue as it does from day to day? 

Would you take Jesus with you everywhere you planned to go? 

Would you maybe change your plans for just a day or so? 

Would you be glad to have Him meet your closest friends or would you 

hope they stay away until His visit ends? 

Would you be glad to have Him stay forever? 

Or would you sigh with great relief when He was gone at last? 

It might be interesting to know the things that you would do, 

If Jesus came in person to spend some time with you. 

       Jesus did come, and He has lived among us for more than 2000 

years if we have desired to let Him into our hearts.  He loves us today 

and eternally.  What joy!  

 

Thought for the Day     Have a joyful Christmas every day! 

 

Submitted by     Karen Kennedy 

 

 

Dec. 24, 2019 

 

Scripture     John 16:22     "Now is your time of Grief, but I will see 

you again and you will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy."  -  

 

Unspeakable Joy 

 

     Recently I have held this verse close to heart.  The community 

support for Sgt. Cole Walker was overwhelming.  Meanwhile I was 

doing a poor job holding it together remembering my nephew 

Cole.  The sweet little boy who was either sitting on my lap or leaning 

against me every chance he could.  Despite a traumatic childhood, he 

grew into a young man whose only purpose seemed to be desperately 

bringing out joy in people. 

     I believe God grants us peace and joy in our most critical hour.  I've 

learned that joy does not depend on circumstances but triumphs over 

them.  This doesn't mean the heart will never ache or the tears will not 

flow, but joy remains, and with it a peace that passes all 

understanding.   

 

Thought for the Day     "Joy, unspeakable Joy, rises in my soul, never 

lets me go." - Chris Tomlin 

 
Submitted by     Thomas Batchelor 

 

 

 
 

 

*To all who are suffering great loss this Christmas Season.* 

 

 



 

Dec. 25, 2019 

Scripture:      Luke 2: 1-20    And it came to pass in those days that a 

decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2 This census first took place while Quirinius was governing 

Syria. 3 So all went to be registered, everyone to his own city. 

4 Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, 

to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house 

and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife,[a] who 

was with child. 6 So it was, that while they were there, the days were 

completed for her to be delivered. 7 And she brought forth her firstborn Son, 

and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because 

there was no room for them in the inn. 

8 Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, 

keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And behold,[b] an angel of the Lord 

stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 

were greatly afraid. 10 Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for 

behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all 

people. 11 For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who 

is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe 

wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.” 

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 

praising God and saying: 

14 “Glory to God in the highest, 

And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!”[c] 

15 So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven that the 

shepherds said to one another, “Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this 

thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And 

they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a 

manger. 17 Now when they had seen Him, they made widely[d] known the 

saying which was told them concerning this Child. 18 And all those who 

heard it marveled at those things which were told them by the 

shepherds. 19 But Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her 

heart. 20 Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the 

things that they had heard and seen, as it was told them. 

Written by:    Luke    through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit 

 

 

Who Are You? 

 

Who are you in this story so old? 

How would you want your story told? 

 

Are you like Caesar - sending out a decree 

Forcing families to travel from far Galilee? 

 

Are you like John - baptizing - preparing 

Announcing his coming - the new message sharing? 

 

Are you like the innkeeper - no room in your heart 

For the baby to stay - would you have Him depart? 

 

Are you a Joseph - so patient and kind 

Not really understanding what God had on His mind? 

 

Are you in the chorus which sang fom above 

Announcing to all of our Father's great love? 

 

Are you a shepherd - on a hillside so bare 

Alarmed the the angels - the good news to share? 

 

Are you like a wise man - traveling so far 

Because of the sighting of a wonderful star? 

 

Are you like Mary - accepting her part 

Treasuring these things - keeping them in her heart? 

 

How do you see yourself this Christmas season? 

Are you ready to receive Him - for He is the Reason! 

 

Prayer      Lord, help me to be the person You want me to be - this 

season and always.   Amen.   
 

Written & Re-submitted by     Dot Hogle 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-24979a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-24983b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-24988c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-24991d


This booklet was authored by our friends and family in 

Christ.  It will be a treasure for all times!  Each day has a 

devotional written by one of our brothers or sisters from 

right here at New Leaf United Methodist Church.  The 

greatest blessing will be ours as we use this as part of our 

daily devotions.   

This year, more than any other, we received numerous 

devotions on peace.  This certainly tells us the intensity of 

the times in which we are living.   We need peace now 

more than ever.  May we draw closer to our Lord and 

closer to one another as we share our hearts and live our 

lives in devotion to the Savior.  Let us pray that this 

booklet is used to help us grow in Christ’s love, and that 

we will become a closer and stronger congregation in the 

Lord. 

As you read each day’s devotion, please pray a special 

blessing for the person who wrote it.  Also, read the 

Scripture for yourself, allowing it to speak to you.  Reflect 

upon your time with the Lord, and let His Holy Spirit 

move within your heart as He brings a special joy and 

anticipation for our upcoming celebration of Christ’s 

birth.  It is our prayer that this booklet will be a true 

blessing to the entire congregation, and that it will add 

greatly to our celebration of the Christmas season. 

We wish to thank everyone who submitted an entry for 

our devotional.  May the God of Peace reign richly in your 

hearts this day as He speaks to you through the hearts of 

His people here at New Leaf UMC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


