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Nov. 29, 2020 
 

Scripture The King will reply, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did 

for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for 

me.”    Matthew 25:40    
 

     Welcome to our Advent Devotional.  To begin our season, I would 

like for all of us to remember those who have lost so much this year 

due to the world wide Covid 19 Pandemic.   We, at New Leaf, want to 

help meet those needs by starting an emergency food cupboard.  This 

food will be offered to the transients we aid through CAMA (Conneaut 

Ministerial Association) that we send to OYO (former Days Inn) for a 

free night’s stay.  New Leaf also helps displaced folks from Conneaut 

with shelter and food who have had fires…. been abused… just to name 

a  few.   This year we will take it a step further by giving each a bag of 

non-refrigerated food.   

     This Holiday season, won’t you please help us fill our food 

cupboard?  By putting one of the following items in a box Monday – 

Friday –then bringing your filled box to the church the week of 

Christmas (Dec. 21 and Dec. 24) our food pantry will be ready to roll!  

When placing your items in the box, say a prayer for the recipient. What 

a wonderful way to celebrate the Holiday Season – giving to the needy! 
 

Nov. 30    Small fruit cup      Dec. 1      Peanut Butter Crackers 

Dec. 2      Oatmeal in a cup      Dec. 3      Flip top Soup 

Dec. 4      Can of Boost      Dec. 7  Bottled Water 

Dec. 8      Flip top Spaghettios    Dec. 9 Ramon Noodles 

Dec. 10     Dinner Compleat      Dec.11 Granola Bar    

Dec. 14     Small Box Cereal       Dec 15        Cheese Crackers 

Dec  16     Flip top applesauce     Dec 17       Chips (small bag)   

Dec  18     Micro Mac & Chees   Dec 21        Dinner Compleat  

   

Prayer     Lord bless those receiving these goods that they will feel 

Your love.  Thank You for blessing us so we might be a blessing for 

others.   Amen 

 

Thought for the Day     Do unto others.......... 
 

.Submitted by     Jan Walsh 

 

Nov. 30,  2020  

      

Scripture      But those who wait on the LORD 

Shall renew their strength; 

They shall mount up with wings like eagles, 

They shall run and not be weary, 

They shall walk and not faint.      Isaiah 40:31 

 

Hurry Up and Wait 

 

     What are you waiting for? Don’t you want it now? Don’t you want 

it immediately?     Well….sometimes we have to wait. Sometimes we 

need to wait.    Remember, it’s on His time, not ours. 

     We want everything to be better NOW. We want things back to 

“normal”  NOW. Guess what? This is where we need to be, because 

God is in control. He always was in control. He always will be in 

control. 

     Take a minute to stop and take a breath. Stop and look around. Stop 

and see what all good God has for you right now.    Stop and thank the 

Lord for all you have. 

 

Prayer:     Dear Heavenly Father,    Thank you for all the good things 

in my life….family, work, neighbors, church, and your love. Help me 

to share your love with those around me, so your love can spread 

through this city. How grateful I am for all you have given to me. Thank 

you for being a wonderful, awesome, and loving Father. In Jesus name 

we pray. Amen. 

 

Thought for the Day      

Stop and smell the coffee.  

Stop and smell the roses. 

Enjoy the day today, 

Before this day ends and closes.  

 
Submitted by     Debbie Tisdale 

 

 

 

 



Dec. 1, 2020 
 

Scripture     25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the 

life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; 26 and 

whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 

John 11:25 & 26” 

     

Believe, No Matter What! 

 

      What a year this has been.  Covid-19 has changed us, and nothing 

seems normal anymore.  I am listening in the evenings to music on my 

cell phone, especially Hauser (the Croatian Cellist), and the Gaither 

Vocal Band.  (kind of like when we had the hand held transistor radios 

when I was growing up). The music relaxes me and at times inspires 

me.   One of my favorite Gaither tunes is “He Touched Me” that Bill 

Gaither wrote in 1963.  I can remember my moment---when I went on 

an Emmaus Walk, (#35, Table of Sarah), years ago.  I got it, and I did 

have joy. 

     In all of the confusion in the country, one must remember that God 

is always with us no matter what. We must not forget that.   As I am 

typing this, the leaves are starting to do their color changes.  And by the 

time this is read, the snow will be on the ground.  God does wonderful 

paintings with nature.  Remember to stop and reflect each day and know 

that with God, anything is possible. 

 

He touched me, Oh He touched me! 

And oh what joy that floods my soul. 

Something happened and now I know, 

He touched me and made me whole! 

 

Prayer     Thank You for yesterday, today and tomorrow, too!  Amen. 

 

Thought for the Day      Be positive and nice – even with a mask on! 

 

Submitted by      Sue McKay 

 

 

 

 

Dec. 2, 2020 

 

Scripture     When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a 

child, I reasoned like a child.  When I became a man, I gave up childish 

ways.     1 Corinthians 13:11 

   

Maturing in the Life of Christ! 

 

     I have always known since an early age about our Lord.  I always 

thought I had become a man at the age of 18.  Little did I know that I 

was wrong.  Recently, after conquering my alcohol addiction, my life 

has changed dramatically.  It was not AA or my children or on my 

wife’s behalf that I decided to stop.  It was something far greater than I 

could ever imagine!  When I quit, I had a hole burning in me, little did 

I know, it was God guiding me in the path that would soon fill that void.  

After putting away the childish acts and addiction, I was able to focus 

solely on my relationship with God to do His will and be the man He 

created me to be.  He used several scripture in my life: 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  The old has 

passed away, behold, the new has come     11 Cor. 5:17 

Praying at all times in the Spirit with prayer and supplication.            

Eph. 6:18.   The key to any relationship is communication.   

Pray without ceasing.  Give thanks in all circumstances for this is the 

will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 1 Thess. 5:15.    This has led me in 

a new path of my life to become a minister.    

All scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 

reproof, for correction and for training in righteousness, the man of 

God may be complete, equipped for every good work.   11 Timothy 3:16 

 

Prayer     Dear Heavenly Father, I ask that this message will inspire 

and spark a desire in someone’s heart today that they may grow and 

mature and put the childish things away and become the person that 

God so wants them to be.  I ask this in Jesus name.  Amen. 

 

Thought for the Day     In our journey as we go forth, we need to hold 

fast to the Word of God, indulge in it and never depart from it.  It is our 

road map to Heaven if we live it! 

 

Submitted by     David Simon 



Dec. 3, 2020 

 

Scripture     If my people who are called by my name will humble 

themselves, and pray and seek my face, and turn from their wicked 

ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sins and 

heal their land.   11 Chronicles 7:14 

 

     2020 has been an interesting year. From coronavirus to exponential 

increase in earthquakes, fires out of control, asteroids, volcanic 

eruptions, a pole shift, and storms setting records, a peace deal 

surrounding Israel, wars and rumors of wars everywhere, major 

archeological discoveries in Israel, the list goes on as prophecy seems 

to be literally jumping out of the pages of the Bible. Add to that, riots 

that include burning Bibles on the west coast, churches shut down and 

some even trying to blame Christians for the virus.  We, as Christians 

should have a sense of urgency to bring others to Christ – quickly!  

     The world is in serious need of revival. God is sending a very loud 

wake-up call, but many, it seems, refuse to get out of bed. Politics 

cannot provide the solution, nor can science, but only by turning back 

to our Lord upon whom this nation was founded. The time is now to 

make disciples of Jesus Christ. Let me put it this way. If Jesus appeared 

before you and told you He was coming to take his bride, - the church, 

in exactly 24 hours, how would it change the way you spend that time? 

Every believing Christian should be living with exactly that mode of 

urgency every single day as we see all these things developing. When 

you wake tomorrow, do it as if you knew that you only have 24 hours 

to bring someone to Christ, then do that the next day and every day. We 

are not guaranteed tomorrow. 

 

Prayer     Lord, help us to encounter people that we can guide to you. 

Give us the words to say, and the courage to say them, putting our full 

faith in You and Your word. Help us to trust in Your Holy Spirit to 

guide us and be a light that shines brightly, revealing Christ in us in all 

we do, illuminating the path to grace and healing.   Amen.   

 

Thought for the Day     If you bring someone to Christ, you literally 

are giving them Heaven! 

 

Submitted by     Melanie Shubitowski 

Dec. 4, 2020 

 

Scripture      If you will only obey the Lord your God, by diligently 

observing all his commandments that I am commanding you today, the 

Lord your God will set you high above all the nations of the earth; all 

these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you if you obey the 

Lord your God.    Deuteronomy 28: 1 & 2 

Old Scottish Blessing 

     I have been reading the "Outlander" series written by Diana 

Gabaldon and also binge watching the TV adaptation. (what else you 

gonna do during a pandemic?!) It mostly takes place in Scotland. 

Within the pages of book 5, I found this old Scottish blessing meant for 

reciting over a new-born baby, but I would like to share it here as my 

wish for all: 

 

Wisdom of serpent be thine,  Voice of swan be thine. 

Wisdom of raven be thine,  Voice of honey be thine. 

Wisdom of valiant eagle.  Voice of the Son of the stars. 

 

Sain* of the fairy-woman be thine, Bounty of sea be Thine. 

Sain of the elf-dart be thine,  Bounty of land be Thine. 

Sain of the red dog be thine.  Bounty of the Father of Heaven. 

 

Be each day glad for thee, 

No day ill for thee, 

A life joyful, satisfied. 

 

* To safeguard by prayer. To bless. 

 

Prayer      O God of Heaven and Earth, We praise and thank you for 

every blessing. Help us to see the blessings in times of joy and 

sorrow. Amen. 

 

Thought for the Day     As we are blessed by the advent of our Savior, 

Jesus Christ, may we be a blessing to others. 

 

Submitted by     Sue Prime 

 



Dec. 5, 2020 

 

Scripture     God has not given us a Spirit of fear, but of power and of 

love and of a sound mind.     2 Timothy 1:7 

 

Having Faith During the Pandemic 

 

     COVID 19 is NOT your enemy, FEAR is.  You will not die one day 

sooner or one day later than God has planned for you.  The Lord of the 

universes did not create you to live in fear.  A friend sent me this.  I felt 

it fit in well with what we’re going through as a church as a nation.  We 

have to continue to live by FAITH! 

     As the Pandemic has gone on, day after day  has it stopped you from 

buying groceries,  putting fuel in your car or dining out?  Certainly it 

has changed the way we have been doing these things. 

     Have we changed the way we worship at New Leaf?   Absolutely!  

You name is checked at the door.  Should there be an outbreak you 

would be contacted.  If you don’t have a mask upon entry, one is 

provided for you.  Your temperature is checked prior to entry in the 

Worship area.  If you have a high temperature you are not allowed in.  

Seating is now arranged for safe social distancing.  You are encouraged 

to greet your neighbor from a safe distance by waving.  Ushers no 

longer take up the offering.  You either place it in a basket up front or 

in a small church model in the rear of the worship center.       The Praise 

Team or special ensembles maintain a safe social distance while 

performing.  The worship center is disinfected before, in between and 

after worship services.   Consider the size of our worship center as well. 

      Having said all of this, is there any reason to fear coming to 

worship? 

 

Prayer     Father, thank You for Your perfect love that casts out all fear.  

We continue to put our trust and our faith in You.  Amen. 

 

Thought for the Day     We cast all of our fears, doubts and worries on 

Him for He cares for us!           

 

Submitted by   Steven Rzeszutek 

.  

 

Dec. 6, 2020 

 

Scripture     So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for 

I am your God.   I will strengthen you and help you;    I will uphold 

you with my righteous right hand.    Isaiah 41:10 

 

Fear?   What is That? 

 

    When I googled “What is Fear?”  on my smart phone, this is what I 

got,  “An unpleasant feeling triggered by the perception of danger, 

whether real or imagined.”                    

 Yeah, that pretty much describes my reaction to the COVID 19 

pandemic.   Judging by the empty shelves at the grocery store that is 

the first reaction that a lot of people had!  Did you ever imagine that it 

would be so difficult to buy toilet paper?  

     About a month before businesses began to close because of the 

pandemic, Jeff and I visited his brother Fred and his wife Kathy in 

Hamburg, New York.   Kathy and I were talking about different 

Christian musical artists that we listened to and Kathy mentioned that 

she enjoyed the song, “Stand in Your Love’.    The chorus says, “My 

fear doesn’t stand a chance when I stand in Your love.”  I am reminded 

of those words daily. 

       So what do I really have to fear?   Do I believe that God is able to 

deliver us?  Is He not the same God that parted the Red Sea for the 

Israelites…delivered Daniel from the lions den…..the lest is endless. 

     I choose to stand on God’s word found in Isaiah 41:10.  I choose to 

trust God during this time.  I will continue to be careful and act in a 

‘safe’ manner but I will not fear for I know that God is bigger than 

COVID 19. 

       

Prayer:   Dear God, thank You for Your love that we can rest in during 

these uncertain days.  Thank You for being our guide, our shield and 

our protector.  Help us not to fear but to trust in You.  In Jesus Name, 

Amen. 

 

Thought for the Day:    Our fear doesn’t stand a chance when I stand 

in Your love! 

 

Submitted by     Janet Raines 



Dec. 7, 2020 

 

Shout for joy, O heavens! And rejoice, O earth! Break forth into joyful 

shouting, O mountains! For the LORD has comforted His people and 

will have compassion on His afflicted.  Isaiah 49:13 
 

Comfort 

 

     When I hear the word “comfort”. I think of mashed potatoes, 

homemade chicken soup, or a soft blanket warm from the dryer.  In 

times like these with Covid bringing fear and worry, a comforting word 

goes a long way. 

     The word “comfort” is found over 60 times in scripture. For one 

long period in history, comfort was hard to come by because God was 

silent. Had He forgotten His people?  Four hundred years passed 

between the old and new testaments.  At the end of these four hundred 

years, the heavens broke forth in praise and the angel announced the 

birth of the Messiah, and a multitude of the heavenly host praised God.  

The Lord had heard His people’s cries.  Jesus was the comfort of His 

disciples and when He returned to the Father, Jesus sent us the 

wondrous gift of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter.  And He is with us this 

very day!  Receive from Him the light, the joy, and the comfort. 

 

Thought for the day     Of all the gifts we will unwrap this Christmas, 

far better is the Comforter! 

 

Prayer     Father God, sometimes we need to be reminded of the great 

gifts of love and comfort, thank you for the knowledge that brings us 

peace.  Amen 

 

Submitted by     Diana Lewis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dec. 8, 2020 
 

Scripture Proverbs 3:5 & 6     Trust in the Lord with all your heart 

and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge 

Him and He will make your paths straight. 

 

Trusting! 

  

      This year of 2020 has been a very trying year for me.  I have learned 

that I need to trust in others for my daily living care, which has made it 

a very humbling thing for me. 

      I have had to learn to trust that my family will take care of me and 

also trust that I am making the right decisions for my future. 

      I felt at the time of my accident in April that I needed to protect my 

mother (with whom I live and care for) , but I also have found out over 

the last few months that I needed to listen to the Lord and trust in Him 

that my path was straightening. 

 

Prayer      Father, help me to remember to trust in You every day that 

my pathways in life are in Your care and understanding.  Amen.   

 

Thought for the Day      Trust is something that is hard to keep!  But, 

it is something you can believe in from the Lord. 

 

Submitted  by     Debbie Olekshuk 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dec. 9, 2020 

Scripture    Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken the love you 

had at first.  Revelation 2:4  

First Love 

           First of all, I know this isn’t the typical advent scripture…  I 

chose it:   1)  because it has always had the most impact on my life;   and 

2)  it has a lot to do with the song, based on this verse, “First Love”   

released  this  year  by  Kari Jobe.  I  am  not  honestly where   I  want 

to be........physically, emotionally or spiritually.                                                      

 I dream about a past on a little Island in a church filled with the 

most wonderful music and how close I was to God then.  I tell myself 

this is where I belong and doing what I’m supposed to be doing.  Then 

God hits me with this verse again.  As frustrating of a year as it has 

been, God always puts things back in perspective.                                                                                                

 As for the song…it’s the cry of my heart and I pray that others 

experience God move the way the song  has moved me.  Hear the 

words:     

     I feel my heart beating out of my chest   

 I wanna stay forever like this     

 May the flame of my heart always be lit   

 I wanna burn forever like this.    

 You’re still my first love     

 You’re still my only one. 

Prayer     Thank You, Father, for your everlasting love that always gets 

me through my trials and temptations.  Remind me that I am never out 

of Your love.  In Your Name I pray,  Amen.        

             

Thought for the Day   It is never too late to return to Christ – you’re 

first love. 

 

Submitted by     Tom Batchelor 

 

 

 

Dec.10, 2020 

 

Scripture      Be still and know that I am God     Psalms 46:10 

 

Be Still 

 

     I guess we've all learned to deal with being still in our lives these 

past 10 months. We all do it differently and for some of us it's easier to 

do but it's not easy in any sense of the word. It's a choice we've made 

to either dwell inwardly and look at how much we've lost and how 

much we are missing or a time to slow down and appreciate the simple 

everyday things we are too busy or too tired to notice. 

     I am very thankful for friends and family and especially my husband 

who from the beginning gets how serious this virus is. What a way to 

be reminded of things we've taken for granted all these years like 

family, friends, church, health and freedom to do what we please. 

I am reminded constantly how very blessed I am to have so many 

people in my life that I love and care about and can pray for.  

     As we watch how the world is reacting to everything that's going on 

around us we need to remember God IS our present help in times of 

trouble and that we need to lean in and trust Him in the good and not 

so good days. Doing that has been very challenging. 

     I have seen the statement "have faith not fear" and I do have faith 

and I also have a respect for what science is telling us. 

     We miss you all and we hope to one day join you in person but not 

until we feel it is safe to do so. 

     I wonder what this advent devotional will hold for each of us this 

year. It will be good to hear from others, their thoughts and what is on 

their hearts.  

 

Prayer     Lord draw us closer to you as you hold us in the palm of 

Your hand as we journey through these next months and year. Where 

would we be without You? 

 

Thought for the Day     I have learned that solitude and stillness can 

be my friend. 

 

Submitted by    (and written with love)       Marcia Palm 

 



Dec. 11, 2020 

 

Scripture:   Trust in the Lord with your whole heart and lean not on 

your own understanding.  Submit to Him in all your ways and He will 

direct your paths. Proverbs 3:5-6 

 

Trust and Obey 

 

     There's an old song that goes, "Trust and obey, for there's no other 

way,  to be happy in Jesus but to trust and obey".  Through all the tumult 

of the past several months the words of that song have kept reoccurring 

in my mind and heart.  So often, in fact, that the words 'trust and obey' 

have become a frequent mantra for me during my prayer and meditation 

time. Even though I do not understand everything that is happening, I 

find much solace in looking for those things that remind me that God is 

in control and I am called to trust Him and walk by faith as He leads 

me.   

     During the quarantine, one of the things that grounded me was to 

drive down to the lake each evening and watch the sunset and see the 

constancy of the waves washing against the shore. Sometimes I couldn't 

even see the sun, and yet I knew it was there.   

     Another thing that remains constant is the changing of the seasons.  I 

think this year I have been more aware of each of those changes - 

Winter to Spring,  Spring to Summer,  and Summer to Autumn - and 

I'm reminded over and over again that God is in control!   Our faith in 

God requires us to trust Him even when we cannot see Him. We know 

He is always with us, before us, beside us, behind us, and in us. So we 

are called to walk and "live by faith, not by sight" (2 Cor. 5:7). 

 

Prayer     Father, I know that You are always with me but when things 

get so chaotic all around  me, I sometimes forget that I only need to 

TRUST You with my whole heart and OBEY You in all my ways for 

YOU ARE IN CONTROL and You will see me through. Amen. 

 

Thought for the day      Contentment comes when we trust and obey. 

 

Submitted by     Becky Levering  

 

 

Dec.12, 2020 

 

Scripture     For God so loved the world that He gave us His only Son, 

so that everyone who believes in Him may not perish but may have 

eternal life.      John 3:16 

 

Looking at Stars 

 

     Sir Harry Lauder tells the following story titled “The Star In God’s 

Window.” 

     “One night, a man and his small son were walking slowly down the 

streets of a large American city.  The child was delighted to see the 

many service stars hanging in the windows of homes – each star 

proudly proclaiming the fact that a son was in the service of his country. 

He clapped his hands excitedly as he approached each new star, and 

was duly impressed by those homes with more than one star in the 

window. 

     Finally, they came to a wide gap between houses, through which the 

black velvet of the sky was clearly discernible, with the evening star 

shining brightly.  “Oh look, Daddy,” cried the little boy, “God must 

have given His Son, for He has a star in His window!” 

     I love that little story.  There is so much about Christmas, and for 

that matter ever day life, and all the preparing to celebrate that we often 

forget to stop and look around and look up.  We can teach our children 

different things at Christmas by the representation of different 

decorations or ornaments, but let us not forget to teach them and 

everyone what the Star represented and how those on that first 

Christmas night followed it.  They followed the star to find the Savior.  

The Wise men followed it to find a King. 

     As I look at a star this Christmas and as I look any other night of the 

year at the stars and find the brightest one I will remember the story I 

have just shared.  God is placing a Star in His window to remind us He 

gave His Son in service of His people – us. 

 

Prayer     Dear Lord, Help us to remember all of the loving gifts You 

have freely given.  Allow our eyes to look up and see Your Star and 

know that You gave Your Son for us.   Amen 

 

Submitted by     Linda Brown 



Dec. 13, 2020 

 

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be 

frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you 

wherever you go.       Joshua 1:9    

 

Holy Shoulders 

 

     I had to do some searching to find the verse that supports the phrase 

that I say to myself to help me get through tough life situations.  

Although there are many other verses that support it, this one sticks out 

to me. I share my phrase with my kids and friends who may be having 

some tough times.  This phrase has literally helped me through some 

tough times at work, life transitions, and situations that I just didn’t 

know how I was going to face them but I knew that somehow I had to 

find a way.  

     Lacking self-confidence and direction and feeling inner turmoil I 

found myself praying and searching for help.  I would come across 

verses like Joshua1: 9.  I would start thinking…”Wait a minute, if God 

is with me how can I fail?”  I realized that if I allowed myself to not 

trust in the words of this verse then I would not only fail God but also 

myself.   

     So…I came up with a solution to help me use this verse in my life.  

Whenever I find myself hesitant of my abilities and self-confidence in 

general or in a situation I say  “ GOD, I CAN DO ANYTHING AS 

LONG AS I KNOW THAT YOU ARE BY MY SIDE”.  In addition, I 

literally picture Him on or next to my right shoulder.  It helps me to 

pucker up and have peace knowing that He is in charge no matter what 

I think.  

 

Prayer     Lord, I thank you for this opportunity.  

 

Thought for the Day     Be strong, God is always on your shoulders to 

help you, too! 

 

Submitted by     Karen Jepson 

 

 

 

Dec. 14, 2020 

 

Scripture      Don't fret or worry.  Instead of worrying, pray.    Fill your 

minds and meditate on things true, noble, reputable, authentic, 

compelling, gracious - the best, not the worst; the beautiful, not the 

ugly, things to praise, not things to curse.   Philippians 4:6-8  

 

Replace Your Worry With Prayer 

 

     Anybody else out there fret or worry? These last months have 

presented much to fret and worry about!  How easy is it to slide into the 

state of mind that allows us to do that!  The fear of the dreaded "virus", 

the changes that we have made in our lives because of it. Things have 

happened these last months we never would have thought of 

before...our children learning from home, our friends in care facilities 

"locked down", the lack of social interaction, the loss of jobs, the 

uncertainty of everything. 

     But we give thanks for those who continue to "carry on"..those 

prayer warriors who take the time to pray without ceasing; for the folks 

who report to church every Sunday and allow us to "attend church" 

virtually.  For photographers who share beautiful scenes of God's world 

with those unable to get outside.  For the beautiful fall that we have 

enjoyed  - if only from our windows.    

     Especially at this time of year, we give thanks for the Child who 

came to earth and take our problems and sin upon Himself.    Let us 

give thanks for His mercy.   

 

Prayer     Heavenly Father, Help us to remember that instead of 

worrying, we need to pray and let You know about our fears and 

concerns...you will surely hear us and give us Peace.   

 

Thought for the Day (as found in Scripture)      And I, when I am lifted 

up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.    John 12:32   

 

Submitted by     Dot Hogle 

 

 

 

 



Dec. 15, 2020 

 

The Lord is my light and my salvation – whom shall I fear?  The Lord 

is the stronghold of my life – of whom shall I be afraid?     Psalm 27:1 

 

Memories and History 

 

     I often stop and think of events of the past and wonder how 

generations in the future will learn of them now that text books are not 

as they were when I was younger.   

     Do you remember what you were doing or where you were with 

President Kennedy was killed, when the Challenger rocket exploded or 

when the Twin Towers fell?    Most of us can but I’m sure only our 

oldest members can remember the Bombing of Pearl Harbor. None of 

us were around for the French Revolution, the Boston Tea Party or the 

Civil War but we learned of them during our History Classes because 

it was written in our books.   

     Today everything can be looked up on a computer, but how will 

people actually learning of these newer historic facts in the future?   

My favorite historic textbook in which I learned the million facts from 

the past is my Bible.  All the stories from the beginning of time are 

written there for all to learn from.  I’m sure that even in this time where 

the written word is more often on a screen and not on paper, the Holy 

Bible will forever be available in PRINT.   

 

Thought for the Day  Be a student of the Word.  There’s always 

something more to learn. 

 

Prayer      Dear Father, Please keep the light of your textbook forever 

burning in our hearts so that we can then help spread that word to the 

world.  Amen 

 

Submitted by     Penny Mitchell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dec. 16, 2020 

 

Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am humble and gentle 

in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy and 

my burden is light.  Matthew 11:29, 30 

 

Let it Be 

 

     All of us are carrying a burden.  These burdens can be physical, 

social, economic, emotional, or any of a host of other maladies that 

encroach upon our everyday lives.  Now that we are all masked and 

socially distancing (another new term that has landed into the common 

vernacular), it is even more difficult to get relief from many of these 

issues.  Doctors are reducing the number of patients they see in a day, 

we are no longer allowed a simple handshake, let alone a gentle hug.  

These things that we took for granted are missed by all of us. 

     In this verse, Christ asks us to give Him our burdens.  He is Covid-

free and humble and gentle.  We all understand that He is willing and 

able to take our burdens from us, but too many of us (myself included) 

decide that He needs our help.  We lay our burdens at the foot of the 

cross only to pick them up and carry them away with us.  When we give 

something up to God, we need to give it up! 

 

     This Christmas, as we celebrate the birth of the Messiah, Emanuel—

God with us, remember, He was with us, He is with us and He will be 

with us—until the end of the age. 

 

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, we hear you and we know that you hear us.  

Please give us the strength to follow your Word and take up your yoke 

that will give us peace and hope.  In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 

 

Thought for the day      Let God and let go 

 

Submitted by     Jeff Lewis 

 

 

 

 

 



Dec. 17, 2020 

 

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one 

body you were called to peace. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ 

dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all 

wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with 

gratitude in your hearts to God.     Colossians 3:15-16 

 

Peace 

 

A psalm         “The Lord sits enthroned over the flood; the Lord is  

  enthroned as King forever. The Lord gives strength to 

  his people; the Lord blesses his people with peace.”  

  Psalm 29:10-11 

 

A hymn         “Peace, peace, wonderful peace, 

Coming down from the Father above. 

  Sweep over my spirit forever, I pray 

  In fathomless billows of love.” Wm. G. Cooper, 1889 

 

A spiritual song       “Behold the star of Bethlehem 

   The Word of God has become flesh 

   Unto us a child is born 

   The Savior of this broken world. 

   Oh, hear the angel voices sing 

   Come let us adore Him 

Peace has come for our King is with us.” 

Hillsong Worship, Peace Has Come 

 

Prayer: “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to men on 

whom his favor rests.”    Luke 2:14 

          

Thought for the Day:  Peace is not the absence of trouble but the 

presence of Christ. 

 

Submitted by     Jim Lutes 

 

 

 

Dec. 18, 2020 

 

Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry 

heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.”     Matthew 11:28 

 

Walk Humbly with Christ 

 

     Looking back on the year 2020 – a year like no other due to the 

pandemic – and knowing that God is at work at all times and in all 

circumstances I paused to reflect on my own experience. What did God 

teach me during these times when everything changed? He taught me 

about rest. 

     One way to define rest would be freedom from activity or labor. 

During those early weeks when everything was shutting down or being 

cancelled I suddenly found myself forced into a time of inactivity. All 

my responsibilities and commitments were no longer in my control. My 

busy brain was no longer occupied with schedules and details. This led 

me to actually being able to “BE STILL”. Without those everyday 

distractions I found myself talking to God more and thanking Him and 

just being more aware of His presence. I thought to myself “So this is 

how God defines rest.” 

     I think this is the rest that Jesus was speaking of in the scripture 

verse. This is the rest that God designed and created – that we would 

cease from striving to relieve our own weariness and come unto Him 

trusting Him to be in control. 

     This was my very personal and unique pandemic experience. As 

things have opened up and life has changed once again, the temptation 

is there to get busy again. I need to remind myself to come unto Him 

and rest. 

 

Prayer      Dear God, I do get weary and burdened but I desire to rest 

in You. You have promised to give your perfect rest if I will just seek 

You for it. Help me to remember to do that. 

 

Thought for the Day  There is a place of quiet rest near to the heart of 

God. 

 

Submitted by Mari Jo Martinelli 

 



Dec. 19, 2020 

 

Scripture     Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials 

of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops 

perseverance.   Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be 

mature and complete, not lacking in anything   James 1:2-4  

 

Know Joy 

 

     God’s people in the OT waited so long for the promised Messiah:  

whirling in sin, yet holding onto hope and faith.  Finally, the Messiah 

was born!   Christmas came one dark night, in a humble manger in the 

remote village of Bethlehem.   Out of the dark and quiet heavens, angels 

burst forth in praise that night: 

     We bring you good news of great JOY that will be for all the people.  

Today in Bethlehem, a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the 

Lord.  This is a sign for you:  You will find a baby wrapped in cloths 

and lying in a manger.    Luke 2:9-12 

     All men seek JOY, peace and happiness, in their lives.  The long-

awaited coming of Christ was JOY indeed!   The story of Christ’s life, 

however, shows our path to JOY just as clearly.  Jesus was born, loved, 

and raised in simple poverty.   Acting out his mature mission to teach 

the message of salvation, He was ridiculed and rejected.  He persevered 

under trials up to his own death on a cross.   I suspect He knew pure 

JOY as he uttered, “It is finished!”   Jesus Christ had stayed the course 

and perfected Salvation.   

 

Prayer     Beautiful Savior, thank you for my Salvation and for JOY.   

I can know  JOY as I trust your will in my life.   I surrender to Your 

plan for me and the broader world.   I do struggle with personal trials 

and chaos seems to reign on Earth!   Grant me acceptance and 

perseverance in my life and recognition of the JOY therin! 

 

Thought for the Day     If you want joy, real joy, wonderful joy – let 

Jesus come into your heart! 

 

Submitted by     Karen Kennedy 

 

 

Dec. 20, 2020    

 

Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have 

against one another.  Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  And over all 

these virtues put on love which binds th3m all together in perfect unity.   

Colossians 3:13-14 

 

Calm in the Chaos, Joy in the Journey 

 

     2020.  This year has been filled with chaos and unrest.  Many times 

I have heard (and have said)  “just can’t wait until 2021 and this year is 

past us!”   

     But with all the chaos, uncertainty and sadness – there is joy!  New 

births to celebrate, new believers to welcome, injuries healed, 

sicknesses overcome!  And even when those injuries don’t heal, those 

sicknesses are not overcome, sadness may be at our heels – there is still 

JOY – the joy the comes from knowing Christ, knowing that our God 

has a plan for us so that no matter where we are- if we believe, we have 

a joy that cannot be explained!    

     As Christians, we need to remember that joy, that peace, that hope 

– and bear with each other as we walk this earth.  As human beings, we 

are so frail but as children of God we are stronger than we can imagine 

– so I pray that we will use that inner joy and strength to lift each other 

and those around us in love and forgiveness, no matter the situation.   

     He, most of all, called us to love and to forgive as He forgave us.  

Be a light in darkness of their world.  Be blessed to be a blessing! 

 

Prayer     Dear God, Today let me show Your love and forgiveness to 

someone, someone who doesn’t desert it – like me.   

 

Thought for the Day     To quote an old saying;  WWJD?   He would 

LOVE! 

 

Submitted by     Rebecca Phillips  

 

 

 

 

 



Dec. 21, 2020 

Sing to the Lord  a new song, for he has done marvelous things; his 

right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.    

Psalm 98:1-3  

 

Music Touches Me 

 

      Music is such an important part of the celebration of Christmas. 

When we were young, my sister and I would start listening to Christmas 

music from Thanksgiving weekend up till Christmas day. We had 

albums of all the crooners and we loved their music.  

      Now as the worship leader for our church, part of my job is to choose 

a new song for each month. During the Christmas season I start 

listening to new songs for the next year. I get so excited to read the 

words and listen to the tunes so I can choose the right praise song. My 

hope is that the song will touch the praise team and ultimately help the 

congregation to praise and worship Jesus more intimately.  

     I feel God has given me this gift of music to help minister His 

message of hope and love to others. This Christmas season, open your 

hearts and ears to the songs surrounding you and envelop " the Reason 

for the Season", Jesus.  

 

Thought for the day    Truly listen to what the Christmas songs are 

saying.  

 

Prayer     Holy Father, thank you for the gift of your son to us. May we 

honor and worship you through our gift of songs and praises. Amen  

 

Submitted by     Denise Wheeler  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dec. 22, 2020 

 

Scripture     Receiving a gift is like getting a rare gemstone; any way 

you look at it, you see beauty refracted.   Proverbs 17:8     From Eugene 

Peterson’s The Message      

 

    The Gift 

 

     The choice of a gift can be complicated depending on what finances 

you have, how well you know the receiver or whether you can find what 

you want to give. 

     Many years ago, one of my children raised the level of Christmas 

giving to siblings to minor extortion.  For some time before the day they 

were told no gift unless they were nice to this person and after the day 

the threat of taking the gift back.  A family joke was instead of coal, 

socks & underwear would be the undesired, although needed, gift.  Our 

down syndrome looked forward with joy to his siblings opening his 

gifts of those objects.  Everyone pretended to be disappointed, adding 

to his glee. 

     God’s gifts are perfect, the supply never runs out, the gift is exactly 

what will improve the life of the receiver, given freely and with great 

love.   Spiritual gifts are described in Psalms and Proverbs, Paul’s 

epistles, Peter and James.   When accepted, no threat of loss of them.     

The greatest gift is explained in Romans 6:23  For the wages of sin is 

death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

This is the Christmas Gift greater than any other thing we can imagine. 

 

Prayer     Oh God, help us to receive your wonderful gifts as you intend 

them to be received, with grateful hearts and love.  Amen. 

 

Thought for the Day     A gift given with love should gladden the heart 

of the recipient. 

 

Submitted by     Jean Fields 

 

 

 

 

 



Dec. 23, 2020 

Scripture      Be still and know that I am God… Psalm 46:10 

Holiday Hustle 

Meditation     What a joyous, exciting, wonderful time of year! Dinners, 

family, (all following social distancing protocol of course) presents, 

decorations, lights…a time for celebration as we prepare to honor the birth of 

our Lord! 

Uh-oh…Then we remember the baking, the wrapping, the mailing of cards to 

family and friends (“Where is that list?!”), taking children to parties, making 

sure the cookies and milk are out, and, of course, buying the last-minute 

batteries!! 

It can be overwhelming.  That is why so much comfort can be found in this 

one simple verse.  Loosely translated, I often think, “Be quiet.  It will be O.K.  

I’m here with you.”  When I think of this verse, I am reminded of my old, 

trusty blanket that I would snuggle with, surrounding myself in known 

comfort. 

Oftentimes, the hardest part for us in this day and age is to “be still.”  With all 

of the technology and stimuli surrounding us, sometimes we are unable or 

unwilling to hit the “off switch.”  Have you ever noticed some of the most 

quiet, peaceful times are found in a storm when the electric goes out?  The 

beauty of a single candle burning, the quiet that is present allows us to take a 

deep breath, awaken our senses, and enables us to breathe the words “thank 

you.” 

As the snow gently falls to the ground, the lights twinkling on the tree and 

colorful decorations bring a sense of beauty to our world.  At this time, take a 

moment to be still and know that God is with you! 

Prayer    May you find in each day a quiet moment to reflect on all the 

blessings that have been given to you.  In this moment, may your senses 

capture the beauty of the sights, sounds, tastes, and pleasures that warm your 

heart.  And with a joyous breath, may you say, “Thank You, Lord!” 

Thought for the day    Breathe in the stillness of who He is. 

Submitted by      Anonymous 

 

 

Dec. 24, 2020 

 

Scripture     For unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given;  and 

the government shall be upon His shoulder;  and His Name shall be 

called Wonderful, Counsellor, the mighty God.  The everlasting 

Father.  The Prince of Peace.     Isaiah 9:6 

 

A Baby Changes Everything 

   

     I have always liked the thought behind this song sung by Faith Hill 

and felt it was a very true statement.  Until you have children of your 

own, you have no idea the changes they will bring to your life. 

     When we think of the birth of Christ, not only did He bring changes 

to his parent’s life, He brought change to the entire human race. 

     His birth and what it means to us is so significant.  When you have 

a baby in the house there are many times it is not very peaceful, but this 

Baby is the Prince of Peace.   Babies seem like they are always hungry, 

this Baby is the Bread of Life for the World.  Babies and their tendency 

to be awake at night bring lots of tiredness to their parents.   This special 

Child offers these words of comfort,  “Come to me all you who are 

weary and I’ll give you rest.”   Babies are completely helpless and 

depend on their parents for every single thing that they need, but Jesus 

gives us strength when we are weak. 

     Many years before His birth the prophet Isaiah looked ahead with 

the help of the Holy Spirit and told about this special Baby. 

 

Prayer     Heavenly Father, we thank You for the gift of Your Son born 

into this world over 2000 years ago, yet still our Savior today.  Indeed, 

this baby certainly did change everything and we have been offered 

Heaven because of Him.   Thank You for the gift of Your Son.   In Your 

Name we pray.   Amen. 

 

Thought for the Day      Let this one special Child be the change in 

your life today! 

 

Submitted by     Cindy Mannier 

 

 

 



Dec. 25, 2020 

Scripture      Luke 2: 1-20  NIV   And it came to pass in those days that a 

decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2 This census first took place while Quirinius was governing 

Syria. 3 So all went to be registered, everyone to his own city. 

4 Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, 

to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house 

and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife,[a] who 

was with child. 6 So it was, that while they were there, the days were 

completed for her to be delivered. 7 And she brought forth her firstborn Son, 

and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because 

there was no room for them in the inn. 

8 Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, 

keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And behold,[b] an angel of the Lord 

stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 

were greatly afraid. 10 Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for 

behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all 

people. 11 For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who 

is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe 

wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.” 

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 

praising God and saying: 

14 “Glory to God in the highest, 

And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!”[c] 

15 So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven that the 

shepherds said to one another, “Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this 

thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And 

they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a 

manger. 17 Now when they had seen Him, they made widely[d] known the 

saying which was told them concerning this Child. 18 And all those who 

heard it marveled at those things which were told them by the 

shepherds. 19 But Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her 

heart. 20 Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 

the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told them. 

Written by:    Luke    through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit 
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This booklet was authored by our friends and family in 

Christ here at New Leaf United Methodist Church.  As we 

all know, this has been an unprecedented year for all of 

us.  Covid19 took center stage making many changes in 

the way we do things.  This book is no exception.  This 

year, more than any other, we received numerous 

devotions on TRUST.  This certainly tells us the intensity 

of the times in which we are living.   We need to TRUST 

IN GOD  now more than ever.  May we draw closer to our 

Lord and closer to one another – perhaps not physically 

but in Spirit,  as we share our hearts and live our lives in 

devotion to the Savior.  Let us pray that this booklet is 

used to help us grow in Christ’s love, and that we will 

become a closer and stronger congregation in the Lord. 

As you read each day’s devotion, please pray a special 

blessing for the person who wrote it.  Also, read the 

Scripture for yourself, allowing it to speak to you.  Reflect 

upon your time with the Lord, and let His Holy Spirit 

move within your heart as He brings a special joy and 

anticipation for our upcoming celebration of Christ’s 

birth.  It is our prayer that this booklet will be a true 

blessing to the entire congregation, and that it will add 

greatly to our celebration of the Christmas season. 

We wish to thank everyone who submitted an entry for 

our devotional.  May the God of Peace reign richly in your 

hearts this day as He speaks to you through the hearts of 

His people here at New Leaf United Methodist Church. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


